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 FAS AGM 

The Forbes Arts Society Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 17 October 2017. Committee 

members for 2017-18 are: 

 President – Keith Mullette (re-elected for a 2 year period) 

 Vice President – Helen Hurley (continuing) 

 Honorary Secretary – Karen Ritchie (elected for a 2 year period) 

 Honorary Treasurer – Allisa Inwood (continuing) 

 Committee members – Klara Ward (ArtsWeb representative – newly elected for a 2 year period); 

Pamela Thomson (ArtsWeb); Rosie Johnston (Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture); Penelope 

McGufficke (Grazing Down the Lachlan); Rosalie Burns (ArtsWeb – newly elected for a 2 year 

period). 

Forbes Arts Society would like to take this opportunity to thank outgoing FAS Honorary Secretary Klara 

Ward for her years of dedicated and effective service. Klara will continue on the FAS committee as an 
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Welcome to the fourth and final newsletter for 2017. Since the last newsletter the Forbes Arts 

Society has held the highly successful Grazing Down the Lachlan; two exhibitions associated with the 

River Arts Festival – ‘Flight of the Freaking Bogong Moth’ and ‘In Our Hands’; and a photography 

exhibition by Warren Feurtado ‘Out of Africa’ - all held at the Platypus Gallery. The current exhibition at 

the gallery is our members’ exhibition Black and White’ which will run until the end of the year.  FAS also 

held its AGM for 2017 in October. 

 

 

 

 

Platypus Gallery 111 Lachlan St, Forbes 

PO Box 541 Forbes NSW 2871 

forbesartss@gmail.com    

www.forbesartssociety.com 

 

The work at left is a detail from ‘Jim’s Hand’, a work from the Jemalong 

Residential Village (JRV) exhibition ‘In our Hands’.  The photo in the 

newsletter banner is a photograph from the exhibition by Warren Feurtado, 

‘Out of Africa’.  

Some recent exciting news is that Evolution Cowal Gold Mine and Forbes Arts 

Society have announced they are entering into a Shared Values Partnership for 

the development of Arts Based Tourism in Forbes and the Lachlan Valley. More 

on this later in the newsletter. 

 

 

mailto:forbesartss@gmail.com
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             Platypus Gallery 

Forbes Arts Society sub-committee ArtsWeb operates the Platypus Gallery at                

111 Lachlan Street, Forbes. The Gallery is staffed by FAS member volunteers. If you would 

like to be added to the roster please contact Pammie Thomson on 6851 1381 or 

0419511385.  

Roster hours 10:00am-1:00pm or 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 

Hours of operation Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

If you are UNABLE to attend your allotted roster time, please try and ring a replacement or contact 

Pammie Thomson. We need your help in keeping the gallery opened during advertised hours. 

 

ordinary committee member. Special thanks also to FAS committee member Allison Baker who resigned 

earlier in the year. 

In the President’s report Keith Mullette commented on the successful transition of the FAS to 

overseeing three sub-committees – ArtsWeb (painting group, Platypus Gallery, Camera Club, other visual 

arts other than sculpture), Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture Trail and Grazing Down the Lachlan.  

The sub-committee structure enables the FAS committee to concentrate on matters of policy, planning, 

governance and finance. The sub-committees have greater autonomy in decision making and financial 

decisions within their own areas of governance. 

2016-17 also saw the development of a FAS Business Plan which advocates a change of the original Aim of 

the FAS: 

‘The aim of the Forbes Arts Society is to foster the visual arts and encourage their enjoyment in the 

communities of our region’. 

to include Vision and Mission statements: 

Vision Statement: To create a vibrant community through the development of arts and culture. 

Mission Statement: To develop the visual arts and in particular the Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture 

Trail and Sculpture around Forbes township so that Tourism will become a major product of the Forbes 

Shire and the Central West NSW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always needing new paintings from FAS members to be displayed, please leave them with the 

gallery duty officer or put them in the back room on the next exhibition shelf. Artists please make sure that 

your artist sheet is completed when leaving and collecting paintings. The gallery takes a commission of 30% 

on works sold.  

Please ensure that you include your name, contact details, medium and price on the back of ALL works 

submitted for hanging or inclusion. Please make sure ALL works have adequate means to hang, currently 

the preferred hanging method is attached cord or wire. Any works not meeting these standards will not be 

hung. 

Artists please collect your ‘old’, already displayed works from the back room, we are gathering a 

collection. 
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Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture Trail 

Special Announcement Evolution Gold Mine 

Evolution’s Cowal Gold Mine Manager for Sustainability Jamie Coad has announced                                                           

a new partnership with Forbes Arts Society to develop a legacy project that will                                      

progress the development of the Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture Trail and                                  

sculpture around Forbes township to form major tourism attractions in our region.                                                                           

Jamie Coad said ‘the company likes to work with our stakeholders to identify                                                

opportunities to partner on projects that have joint values and deliver long-term,                             

sustainable outcomes for the community’. 

Dr Keith Mullette President of the Forbes Arts Society said ‘this partnership will  be an enormous boost to 

the Society’s mission to ‘develop the visual arts and in particular the Somewhere Down the Lachlan 

Sculpture Trail and Sculpture around town so that Tourism will become a major product of the Forbes Shire 

and the Central West NSW.’ He said ‘the target markets for the project include the caravan and camping 

market and travellers on the Newell Highway, as well as Arts & Culture and food based tourism. Forbes 

Arts Society aims to present the community and their stories in a way that is interesting and engaging.’ 

Jamie Coad said ‘Cowal Gold Mine will focus on supporting Culture & Art in the community through the 

development of Wiradjuri and monumental sculpture on the trail and being the platinum Sponsor for 

Grazing Down the Lachlan the Society’s food event which promotes local produce. Money and services will 

be provided over three financial years approaching a total value of $450,000. It is important to the 

Company that this project continues to benefit the community beyond the life of the mine and will leave a 

long lasting economic and cultural boost for the peoples of Forbes and other towns of the region.’ 

 

Sculpture Update 

Two more sculptures, Damian Vick’s The Hunter and Andrew Scott’s The Bull are both ready to be installed 

on the sculpture trail but installation has been delayed by issues with the Lands Office. FAS hopes to have 

the situation resolved soon. Both Forbes and Lachlan Shire Councils are in negotiations as to their 

respective roles in the maintenance and promotion of the sculpture trail. Local Wiradjuri Land Councils are 

also in discussions to progress the sculpture trail. 

The annual Sculpture Competition did not run in 2017 due to lack of entries and interest by sculptors. The 

funds allocated for the competition from the Forbes Shire Council and the Forbes Services Club will be used 

to install two bronze dogs to be placed within Forbes township. 

 

Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre Expansion Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designs for the Education Hub have been completed and 
the building should be installed over the next few 
months. Sculpture selection should be finalized early in 
2018. 

Local schools have been engaged to produce materials 
for the education of Wiradjuri culture. 

  

 

 
For more information checkout 'Forbes 

Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre' on Facebook. 

Keith Mullette and 

Jamie Coad 
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Grazing Down the Lachlan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Grazing Down the Lachlan event was held on Saturday 23 

September 2017 and was an outstanding success. The weather was 

warm not hot and despite strong winds elsewhere, by the river it was 

relatively calm. Over 700 people attended the event which was an 

exemplary example of incredible organisation. There were no queues or 

crowds and plenty of beautiful and delicious food and beverages to go 

around as well as musical entertainment along the trail. There was also 

water, sunscreen and insect repellent in abundance.  

The day before a total fire ban was declared so the wood fired BBQ was 

cancelled and overnight one of the specially built units was converted 

to accommodate gas burners. Wendy Muffet and her committee are to 

be congratulated on staging such a well organised and successful event. 

The event has been widely praised by SBS, Tourism NSW and by 

regional councils. Visitors came from Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and 

regional areas. 

See below some images from the very pleasant day spent by the river.  

 

 

www.grazingdownthelachlan.com 

 

 

  

 

  

http://www.grazingdownthelachlan.com/
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ArtsWeb sub-committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ArtsWeb Exhibitions for 2017 and beyond – more information on each closer to time 

NAME TIME VENUE 

Members' exhibition – Black 
and White – can be tones of/or 
mostly black and white. 

November-December 2017 (one month). 
Opening Saturday 2 December at 2:pm. Join us 
for afternoon tea - $5 payable on the day. Come 
dressed in black and white.  

Platypus Gallery 

Mon Garling – WW1 themed 
exhibition 

23 February 2018 - March 2018 Forbes Town Hall 

Kathryn Lewis and Karen 
Ritchie – ‘Faces and Places’ 

April 2018 Platypus Gallery 

Forbes Heritage May 2018  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This subcommittee features the Camera Club and Painting Group, 

but also all other visual arts activities except for sculpture and 

manages the Platypus Gallery.  

ArtsWeb holds monthly Thursday meetings at Northside Chapel or 

the Platypus Gallery, please let a committee member know if you 

have issues that need discussing. Committee members are Karen 

Ritchie (Chair),  Klara Ward (Secretary), Leone Morrison (Treasurer),  

Keith Mullette, Pammie Thomson, Ro Burns. If you feel you can 

contribute and would like to join the committee please contact one 

of the committee members. 

 

Kalari River Arts Festival – ‘Flight of the Freaking Bogong Moth’ 

and ‘In Our Hands’ JRV Art Connections Group were two exhibitions held 

during September as part of the River Arts festival.  

The “Flight of the Freaking Bogong Moth Art Exhibition” is the result of 

a Kalari River Arts Festival community arts project led by local artists, Ro’ 

Burns and Jayne Hurford, who volunteered their time and talents. The Art 

Exhibition, “Flight of the Freaking Bogong Moth” is a collaboration of 

works from mothers and carers from the North Forbes community. 

Although no one in the group has ever taken part in an official art 

exhibition before the journey for this group of women has culminated in 

a series of works across several mediums and styles and have produced a 

stunning array of works. 

This venture was designed to provide local artists with an opportunity to 

share their passion for creativity with others while building the capacity 

of community members to engage in art experiences. While meeting the 

original aims of the venture, the additional outcomes of an art exhibition 

in the local Platypus Gallery and a stall at the Kalari River Arts Festival itself 

have far exceeded anyone’s expectations. 
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The exhibition created a great venue for a morning outing for a number of bus trips to the gallery from 

Jemalong’s Coolabah Wings. Thank you to Lee and Loch Reynolds for being wonderful hosts for the second 

bus load visit. 

The Kalari River Arts Festival Committee including Margot Jolly and Ro Burns would like to thank the 

members and committee of the Platypus Gallery/FAS for enabling the exhibitions to be shown in 

conjunction with the festival. It was empowering and inspirational for the six artists of the ‘Bogong Moth’ 

exhibit and the workshop facilitators Ro Burns and Jayne Hurford to have been involved. A number of art 

works were sold as well as the cards and bookmarks, thus raising money for the continuation of the 

support network at Forbes North Public School.  

 

‘Out of Africa’ Photography Exhibition 

This exhibition was held during October/November 2017 in the Platypus Gallery and featured photographs 

taken by Warren Feurtado during his time in Namibia in West Africa. The photos were captured in and 

around Etosha National Park, one of the biggest natural areas in Namibia. Within the park there are no 

fences between you and the wildlife.  

While Warren was unable to attend as he was still in Africa his photos created great interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In Our Hands’ was an exhibition of works produced in ‘Art Connections’ a 

ground breaking pilot art and dementia program for Forbes Aged care 

residents at Jemalong Residential Village (JRV). 

Participants in the Art Connections program had been looking at artworks 

on loan from the Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, talking about the works and 

then making art in response to the work. 

The program was instigated by Christine McMillan from Arts OutWest. The 

program aims to provide social inclusion and intellectual stimulation which 

in turn acts to promote wellbeing. 

“Looking at and talking about works of art enables people living with 

dementia to connect with the world in enriching and life-enhancing ways,” 

Arts OutWest Arts and Health Coordinator Christine McMillan said.  
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‘Black and White’ – current FAS members’ exhibition 

The current exhibition at the Platypus Gallery is by FAS members and is themed ‘Black and White’, 

featuring artwork that is black and white, tones of black and white or primarily black and white. The 

opening for this exhibition will be held on Saturday 2 December at 2:00pm. Please join us for afternoon tea 

and wear black and/or white. $5 payable on the day. The exhibition is opened until 23 December during 

gallery hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Sampa! 

Congratulations go to FAS member Sampa Bhakta for her win 
in the recent Lachlan Valley Biennial Art Awards held at the 
Cowra Regional Art Gallery. 

Following a welcome from director Brian Langer, Cowra Mayor 
Cr Bill West Opened the Exhibition, and Cowra Art Group 
President Ariel Piccles introduced the Awards Judge Bradley 
Hammond, Director of the Orange Art Gallery and Museum, 
who then announced the Award winners.  

The Major Award, the Barbara Bennett Memorial Award, was won by highly excited Forbes artist Sampa 
Bhakta (pictured above with judge Bradley Hammond and Catherine Bennett) with her acrylic 
Contemporary Landscape inspired by the colour of the Canola Field.  

 

Recent Workshops 

Two highly successful workshops have been held recently, in October with Colin Darley – Charcoal and 

pastel and in November with David Lake – Acrylic Landscapes. Both two day workshops had good numbers 

of enthusiastic artists in attendance. Below are scenes from Colin’s workshop and over page David’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From left artwork 

by Elaine Imrie, 

Margaret Nelson 

and Robyn Doust. 
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Camera Club 

The Forbes Arts Society Camera Club always welcomes new members.                                                                     

You don’t have to be experienced or have an expensive camera, just a                                                                         

love of photography. The Camera Club meets on the first Thursday of                                                                     

each month at 7:00pm at the Forbes Services Club. At the meetings                                                              

members discuss different aspects of photography and display their work,                                          

sometimes there is a guest speaker. The Camera Club also plans regular                                               

excursions to special events and/or photo opportunities. If you need more                                          

information on the Camera Club or want to join in the activities please                                                                

contact Klara Ward on 68514868. 

 

Thursday Painting Group 

The painting group meets each Thursday from 10:00am to about 4:00pm at the Northside Chapel in 

Johnson Street, near the park. The cost is $5.00 per day and includes morning tea. Bring your own art 

materials and art project and join like-minded individuals who love their art. Everyone is welcome whether 

you are an accomplished artist or a very beginner – any art medium is acceptable.  

We have been celebrating plenty of November birthdays recently. Joan Paterson, Karen Ritchie, Rosalie 

White, Sandra Hanns and Leone Morrison all had recent birthdays.  
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Our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on Thursday 14 December  

at 12:30pm. Please bring a plate.  

This will be the group’s last painting day for 2017. Thursday Painting  

Group will resume Thursday 18 January 2018 at 10:00am. 

 

Website and Facebook Page 

FAS is looking to highlight members’ work on our website page. Please forward images of your work and a 

short artist bio to the email addresses below.  

Please visit the Forbes Arts Society website www.forbesartssociety.com    and our Facebook page ‘Forbes 

Arts Society’. If you have any suggestions for either please contact Klara Ward on 68514868 or send an 

email message to:  forbesartss@gmail.com   or platypusgallery@gmail.com 

 

Workshops 

 Heather Vallance – One Day Life Drawing workshops – Saturday 2 December 2017 at Canowindra, 

6 Ryall Street; Sunday 3 December 2017 at Orange CWA Hall. Cost $110 with morning tea and some 

materials supplied. Contact Heather on 63442878 or vallowe@westnet.com.au 

 
 Orange Art Society holds regular weekday and weekend workshops. Contact Wanda Driscoll on 

0408 257 794 or Sandra 63651130. 

 

 Artists Society of Canberra – 2018 Summer Art Experience – Monday to Friday 8 to 12 January 

2018   http://asoc.net.au/2018-summer-art-experience/  

 

 Art Scene – Mitchell School of Arts – Bathurst Summer School, 14 to 20 January 2018 - 

http://www.artscenemsa.com.au/ 

 

Exhibitions and Competitions  

 

 Art of Australia Day – 25-29 January 2018, Parkes Coventry Room, Parkes Shire Council. Entries 

close 25 November 2017. Contact australianartshow2coventry@gmail.com or Peter 0448 166 016 

 Australia Day – Orange Art Society 

 Banjo Patterson Festival – February 2018, Orange Art Society 

 

http://www.forbesartssociety.com/
mailto:forbesartss@gmail.com
mailto:platypusgallery@gmail.com
http://asoc.net.au/2018-summer-art-experience/
http://www.artscenemsa.com.au/
mailto:australianartshow2coventry@gmail.com
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 Portland – March 2018, ‘Storm’ theme 

 Blayney ‘Textures of One’ – 17 March 2018 

 Catherine from RiverBank Gallery Canowindra would like to hear from artists who may like to 

exhibit in her gallery. Riverbankgallery.com.au; info@riverbankgallery.com.au; 0498 729 947 

 

Art Aspects 

   
‘Sculpture by the Sea’: 

Comments by John McDonald SMH Oct 28-29 2017, Spectrum, p.10. 

Sculpture by the Sea is 21 years old this year. The selling point of this exhibition has always been 

its connection to the landscape. A sculpture that may look humdrum in a busy plaza takes on a 

dramatic new dimension when set against sea and sky. 

Conversely such an environment poses a challenge for works that are too small or timid. The 

other dichotomy is between works made by sculptors who believe that form is all important and 

by those who are satisfied with a visual gag. Every year there is much professional grumbling 

about these jokey works, but they are usually the most popular pieces. This year Jane Gillings’ 

work ‘Are we There Yet?’ (see photo below) has set a miniature road with dozens of toy cars and 

a row of humorous shop fronts. 

While she did not win the $60,000 Aqualand Sculpture Award, Harrie Fasher’s ‘The Last Charge’ 

(see photo below) is easily the most impressive work with eight, dynamic, rusty steel horses made 

from shards and twisted rods. 2017 award winner was David Ball from Mittagong with ‘Orb’ (see 

photo below). 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:info@riverbankgallery.com.au

