
President’s Report 2014-5

This past year  has been extremely busy or that is how it  seems from my point of view. 
Before I report on what has been done and achieved I would like to pay tribute to those who 
have made it  all  possible  particularly  for  the  Committee  and the Sub  Committees.  The 
Society should be grateful to the Secretary and Treasurer Klara Ward and Leone Morrison. 
Once again this year they have been tireless in their efforts in their formal duties and in the 
many other things they do to make the society and its activities work. Rosie Johnston and 
Kim Muffet have been tireless in bringing about the sculpture program. In a way it is silly to 
single out anyone but it is clear that we would not survive if it was not for people such as  
these. Lastly I would like to express the Society’s thanks for Alison Baker and Sharon Farnell 
both of whom resigned during the past twelve months. Four of the members will retire from 
the committee The President, the Secretary and the Treasurer and the position vacated by 
Sharron Farnell. Fortunately all are available for re-election.

At the opening of Rosie Johnston and Jac Clark’s “From Somewhere Down the Lachlan” 
exhibition I joked about how the Society is run by Codger Power, the problem is that there is 
truth  in  the  joke  in  that  it  is  Old  Codger  Power.  There  is  always  the  need  in  every 
organisation’s leadership for rejuvenation and renewal. Otherwise the organisation stagnates 
and withers and the Committee becomes worn out. I admit that the Old Codgers are those 
who have more time to devote to such things, but it still remains that without the insight and 
enthusiasm of more youthful people bring the end result of stagnation and wearing of the 
task remains. What we need is those with the time to do ”the more” but those with less time 
do the very important “less” and as they get more time to take over from the older folk. If we 
do not take this route we will not have a vibrant Arts Society in a few years. So I appeal to 
those who are younger to take some part. Own the Society and replace the older Codgers 
steadily. We have made great strides since we began some four or so years ago. We have 
beaten many of those things that make life impossible but the load is affecting too many of 
the older Codgers.

It is important that I remind you every year of what we are on about. The Society was formed 
to “Foster the visual arts and encourage their enjoyment in the communities of our region”, 
we are to do this by

1. The development of a fellowship/s of artists.

2. The developing and nurturing the appreciation of the arts in the communities of our 
region.

3. Running classes, workshops and demonstrations for members and the community of 
all age groups.

4. Developing and maintaining a studio where the fellowship/s may meet and where the 
teaching and learning in the above may take place.

5. Supporting, developing, maintaining and operating a permanent Art Gallery.

6. Running competitions and exhibitions, to be displayed in the Gallery or other suitable 
locations.



     7. Seeking appropriate funding including grants, sponsorships and the charging of fees

     8.  Exhibiting our art for display and /or sale.

    9.  Liaising and affiliating with any organisation supporting our objectives and to carry out 
other activities consistent with the aim and objectives of the Society. 

   10.  Establishing a “Friends of the Gallery” support group largely of non-practising artists to 
assist the Society to implement its aims.

We have continued to have considerable success with a number of these objectives but 
there are others where we have had no movement or gain.

During  the  past  year  we  have  continued  the development  of  two  main  fellowships,  the 
painters,  drawers  and  other  flat  artists  on  Thursdays  at  the  Northside  Chapel  and  the 
Camera Club who until recently have also continued to meet at the Northside Chapel but 
now at the Forbes Services Club. We are grateful for the support and care the Chapel takes 
of us and for the Club who have continued to provide us with meetings rooms free of charge 
for so many of our activities.

Our nurturing, developing and appreciation of the arts have largely been achieved by the 
exhibitions,  competitions and workshops we have run over the past year.  This past year 
competitions and exhibitions where held in the gallery, the Town Hall and the Albion Park.

These included 

 Di Gee’s small exhibition of Australian birds

 Weaving Exhibitions by The Orange Fibre Artists Group and the Wiradjuri 
Arts Group from Condobolin.

 Heritage Week Competition “Streetscapes of Forbes”

 The NAIDOC Week art Exhibition  

 Exhibition of the Botanical art of Barbara Duckworth.

This year’s  exhibitions  and competitions in the Town Hall  included the highly  successful 
Spirit of Anzac Competition won by Rosie Johnston. Rosie’s painting called “Sacrifice” based 
on Bill the Bastard is now hanging in the Forbes Services Club near to the entrance of the 
bistro. This exhibition was followed by the Photographic Competition “Life in Pictures” held in 
the middle of a very cold winter. The last exhibition held this year closed on 1st November 
and it was the art of Rosie Wingrove Johnston and Jac Clark “From Somewhere Down the 
Lachlan”.

The Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture Acquisition Prize and Sculpture Forbes was 
held again in the Albion “Art Park” and in the shop fronts around town. The judge was the 
renowned sculptor Alan Sommerville. This year Harrie Fasher’s work “Bird and I” won the 
prize and is now in our possession, soon to be handed over to the Council for the people of 
Forbes. Harrie has had a lot of success lately being again exhibited in Sculptures By The 



Sea. Sculpture Forbes was won by an intriguing sculpture the Disc by Christine McMillan 
which is exhibited in the Gallery. It is made from echidna spines and with a lovely reflection 
of the underside of concentric rings. Once again the competitions were very successful with 
an estimated 400 people at the announcement of the winners.  Our thanks go to Forbes 
Services Club and subcommittee member Wayne Richards for all they have done to make 
the competition successful.  Like last year there has been a continuous stream of visitors to 
the park looking at the sculptures. Without doubt the sculptures and all the publicity from the 
Pyramid over the past  twelve months have been good for Forbes. Feedback is that the 
Pyramid which many did not like, is gaining acceptance if for no other reason that it has 
been  good  for  Forbes.  The  announcement  of  the  winners  was  almost  trumped  by  the 
presence of the remaining letters of the AMAZING Project on the back of trailers on their 
way to being powder coated. The powder coating is now complete and the word will  be 
installed  on the South  Condobolin  Rd stock  route  sometime after  harvest.  We are very 
grateful  for  all  of  the  voluntary  work  done  on  this  project  particularly  the  farming 
communities' involvement in all the welding work but there are so many others who have 
given advice, cut out the letters, undertaken legal work and so on not to mention the design 
and management  of  the whole  project.  It  will  be a great  feature  when  we finally  see it  
installed next year. It is a tribute to what can be done when the community gets together and 
works even better when they work in a voluntary capacity.  I  have recently estimated the 
value of the sculpture if it had been done by a company and have come up with the figure in 
excess of $150,000.

At their last meeting it was decided by Council to support the Art Society to purchase the 
“The Thinker”, a work by a local sculptor Roger Bennie.

As part of our overall strategy we are planning to hold a food event on the stock route near  
to the Amazing sculpture in 2017. Not  surprisingly it  will  be called “Grazing Somewhere 
Down the Lachlan”. 

Four main workshops were held 

1. Di Gee on birds and drawing, 

2. A workshop for children on Aboriginal art with Stephen Ferguson, 

3. Orange Fibre Artists workshop on basket weaving and lastly a workshop by

4. Colin Darley on Pastel Painting. 

All  were very well  received. The committee are always looking for what  is thought to be 
needed to assist the development of painters, drawers and other flat artists, photographers, 
and sculptors or any other art form for that matter. We are always interested in names of 
people who would in your view worth asking to put on exhibitions for us. 

Please keep watching our web page, Facebook page or our newsletter and keep up with 
what  is on or coming on locally with workshops and exhibitions as well  as other nearby 
exhibitions, competitions and other significant exhibitions in Sydney or Canberra.

Klara Ward looks after our website and Facebook page if you have requests or ideas please 
talk with her about them.



Our Gallery continues to power on. Last Saturday I extracted the statistics recorded by those 
of you have worked on the gallery. There were a number of days where the person rostered 
on could not come and other days where records were not taken so it was impossible to tell  
if no one came or no records were taken. I have excluded these days. In total we have some 
records for 227 days out of a total possible 255. There were 2197 visitors recorded in those 
days. Some days looked like only some people were recorded and other days, particularly 
busy ones the people on the gallery recorded that they did not get everyone. So it is likely 
that the 2197 is an underestimate. However if the average visitation per day is calculated 
and this figure used to fill in the missing days the following figures appear. Average daily 
visitation is just under 10 per day using that figure to fill in the missing days this gives an 
estimate of 2467 visitors through the gallery.

The gallery continue to show all sorts of work from the highly competent professionals to the 
new artists proud of their first work they could frame. This variety is the backbone of our 
display. The small exhibitions give respite for the constant demand for new works and as a 
result we are generally able to produce colourful and interesting displays. It is so good to get 
such a variety for visitors and in particular the people of Forbes to see. Visitors regularly 
state that they like to look at country galleries to see local art, they like the professional out 
of town exhibitions but appreciate the local members work more. So keep producing and 
keep displaying your art for all to see and enjoy. The gallery is now a very important part of  
Forbes tourism, as are the outdoor sculptures.

Most visitors speak very highly of the gallery and its content and are somewhat surprised 
that it is predominantly local non-professional artists. I wish that would encourage them to 
buy the work. However, a very high percentage of the visitors are the travellers and are 
reluctant to carry anything bulky or fragile. Sales have not been wonderful this past year but 
we are still able to sell enough to nearly pay for our operating costs. With raffles, profit if any 
from entry and commission from the larger exhibitions, together with grants (this past year 
we were successful in gaining three grants) we are still viable.

Special mention should be made of the great work that Jenny Currey has done over the past 
year or two organising the roster for the gallery. A job at times is a little akin to herding cats 
or as some smart person said recently herding cats in water! Pammie Thomson has taken 
over the roster task at least for the next short while, If anyone is willing to take that on please 
contact the committee.

Over the past year attendance at the Thursday painters, drawers and other flat artist’s group 
has steadily risen. The group has enough experience so that anyone who is new can easily 
fit in and gain help and advice. It is a very happy somewhat social day for those who attend. 
I am sure that it has become a very important day in the lives of a number of our members.

The Camera Club is composed of a small but consistent group of enthusiasts. It is important 
to note that it has both professional photographers as well as rank amateurs. Because of this 
there is a lot of sharing of “how to” information. The group now meet at the Forbes Services 
club  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month  and  they  have  regular  photography  outings, 
challenges, discussion of photographs taken by members not to mention visiting speakers. 
The club is directed to the average photographer. If you would like to join the group (they are 
keen to have new members) please contact Klara Ward or Bec Bennett.



When you are not sure who to contact or how to contact relevant people please try through 
the Gallery. The person on duty will record your request and someone will ring you or take 
action on your request.

Lastly I hope you have enjoyed the new newsletter. Penny McGufficke has taken over that 
job so you can contact her with any information.

Whilst we have powered on with our educative and appreciation roles we have made no 
progress with either the development of a permanent gallery, a permanent studio or with a 
Friends of the Gallery group.

In one sense the first two have no urgent need because we are so well looked after by Mrs 
Kennard and the Council who enable us to have the temporary Platypus Gallery and the 
Council also enable us to use the Town Hall for major exhibitions. Northside Chapel, the 
Services Club and the Roman Catholic and Baptist churches have allowed us to use their 
premises for workshops and classes and general studio activities. However it is never far 
from the mind of the Committee to seek a more permanent home.

There is a group of Friends of the Gallery who faithfully serve us by spending their time 
assisting to look after the Gallery but the Society has not been able to find a person who is 
willing to organise events for them, events such as visits to galleries, special viewings and 
discussions with artists etc. if there is someone who could help with this it would be good for 
all. So please contact the Committee.

There are a number of companies in Forbes, as well as the NSW State Government and 
Forbes Shire Council who have helped us financially and practically by both financial and in 
kind donations  and I  would  like  to  acknowledge  them.  They are  Forbes Services  Club, 
Midpro  Engineering,  Forbes  Powder  Coating,  Cannibal’s  Coffee  and  Freshwater  Dining. 
There are many other individuals and family businesses that are so numerous that I cannot 
think of them all or in fact know who they are so it becomes impossible for me to mention  
them individually. To all of them I would like to express the deepest gratitude of the Society, 
without you we are a non-entity.

The last thing that I would like to say is that the Arts Society is your society it  does not 
belong to the president or the executives or the committee, they all just make things happen 
the best they can. You are the Society. If you would like to see something happen or have a 
suggestion  please  let  the  committee  know.  A  message  is  much  better  than  just  telling 
someone when you happen to see them. They, like you are busy and are likely to forget. The 
more feedback the more questions requests and ideas that come from you the better. The 
more you are willing to help in the gallery, at exhibitions or just attend the better it is for us 
all. Please be involved. If there is nothing for you let us know. 

Keith


