
Welcome to the sixteenth edition            
of the Forbes Arts Society newsletter. 
This past quarter has been a busy one 
for our community and artists, with the 
Spirit of ANZAC and Streets of Forbes 
Exhibitions now complete. 
Congratulations to all those who 
entered the competitions and 
vounteered their time in  setting up 
and manning the exhibitions.
 
The "Spirit of Anzac" exhibition was a 
huge success, the exhibition was 
visited by more than 800 people. Apart 
from everybody else who made it 
possible, whether putting up the 
exhibition or manning the Town Hall, a 
huge thank you to Jenny Currey for 
the beautiful decorations.

Congratulations to Rosie Johnston for 
winning the acquisition prize, also to 
Wanda Driscoll, Kathryn Lewis, 
Robert Keen and Carol Whatling.

The Streets of Forbes exhibition 
opened in collaboration with the 
Forbes Shire Council Heritage Week 
at the start of May. The awards were 
presented by the Mayor of Forbes, 
Phyllis Miller OAM at the annual  
Presentation Evening, congratulations 
to the winners of the annual Heritage 
Competition, Keith Mullette, Pammie 
Thomson, Karen Ritchie, Kathryn 
Lewis, Bec Bennett and Michelle 
Mahlo. Keith Mullette won the 
Aquisition Prize and his painting of 
Forbes will be proudly displayed at 
Forbes Shire Council. 

The annual membership fees are now 
due. Membership is payable via direct 
deposit, cheque or cash. Details are 
on our website if you need more 
information.

We have another busy 6 months 
ahead of us. The next exhibition, ‘Life 
in Pictures’ is in August , followed by 
Rosie Johnston and Jac Clark’s 
exhibition in October and the ‘Smalls’ 
exhibition in November (more on this 
exhibition further on). 

There is also a number of regional 
exhibitions and workshops available 
to you in the coming months. We look 
forward to creating with you soon. 
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‘Garden Of Birds’
Saturday 13th June to

Saturday 25th July 2015 

The Grenfell Art Gallery upcoming 
exhibition is the ‘Garden of Birds’, a 
collection of artworks by Dianne Gee 
from Ulladulla along with a collection 
of textiles from the Eurobodalla Fibre 
and Textile Artists Group (EFTAG).
Dianne Gee presents a sequence of 
brightly patterned bird and flower 
designs in acrylic on canvas. The 
artist describes her works as inspired 
both by traditional Chinese bird 
painting which focuses on the living 
essence of each bird as well as 
accuracy of plant detail, and William 
Morris’s 19th century fine tapestries 
inspired by Pre-Raphaelite ideals of 
beauty in home décor. The EFTAG 
fibre artworks on display include 
intriguingly-crafted creations of 
basketry and felt-making which 
further explore the theme of birds 
and their environment: ‘through 
tactile and organic forms that are 
sometimes sculptural, sometimes 
soft and inviting, and sometimes 

adventurously whimsical’.
Various ‘felt vessels’ explore the 
variety of shape, textile and size 
using the techniques of “interwoven, 
multiple-resist or shibori shaping 
techniques. Also featured are ‘bird’s 
nests’ made mostly with native plants 
and a random weave technique 
“whereby they evolve in a meditative 
way and reflect the transience of our 
lives and habitat”.
New visitors to the gallery will be 
happily surprised to find the much 
loved ‘painting with thread’ Grenfell 
Community Curtain. This treasured 
major work by local artists is on 
permanent display.
Gather your friends and be sure to 
make a visit to the gallery to take in 
this creative collection of 
bird-inspired works.
Grenfell Art Gallery is open Tuesdays 
- Fridays 10.00am to 4.00pm and 
Saturdays - 9.30am to 12pm



Originally on loan from the artists for 
12 months, Gillie and Marc have 
donated the Pyramid Sculpture to the 
Forbes Arts Society and the 
community. This sculpture has 
caused debate about what is 
appropriate public art and sculpture 
and the role it has in Forbes for 
cultural and tourism development. 
While the beauty or asthetic of all art 
is debatable and open to critique, the 
donation of such a monumentual 
bronze sculpture to Forbes has 
serious economic benefit and has 
already contributed to the promotion 
of art in Forbes in New South Wales. 
We are delighted this sculpture has 
become a permanent fixture in 
Forbes. Here is what Gillie and Marc 
said about their decision to donate 
the sculpture to Forbes: “After seeing 
the comments on social media and 
reading the article, we decided to 
donate the sculpture to Forbes. We 
didn’t think money should be a part of 
the debate, and decided something 

Gillie & Marc 
Pyramid Sculpture 
gifted to Forbes

larger was at stake. As artists, we 
don’t believe in censoring nudity, and 
we certainly don’t believe that 
contemporary art only belongs in 
galleries. We always love being a part 
of projects that take art to the public, 
especially in regional areas.We 
created Pyramid as a representation 
of diversity and friendship, and the 
balance we can all find within our own 
communities. Our Dogman and 
Rabbitgirl characters stand for 
accepting the difference in ourselves 
and in each other, and embracing 
what makes us unique. This sculpture 
has found its perfect home in Forbes 
– we have had such positive 
feedback from everyone! People tell 
us that the sculpture cheers them up 
and makes them smile, and that 
makes us so happy. It has proved that 
a rural town like Forbes can 
appreciate art, and embrace 
contemporary art that pushes the 
boundaries. There’s nowhere we’d 
rather have our sculpture”.

AMAZING project 
creates amazing 
community spirit
Local farmers have generously put their 
hands up to donate their welding skills 
and time to create the remaining six 
letters of the ‘amazing’ sculpture.

On October 1, 2014 Somewhere Down 
the Lachlan received $3000 from the 
Country Arts Support Program funding 
and a $3000 Ministerial Arts grant, 
announced by Troy Grant MP at the 
launch of the Somewhere Down the 
Lachlan Sculpture Trail in the sculpture 
park (a privately owned piece of land 
where the grand and historic Albion 
Hotel formerly stood).

The government grant funds were 
allocated for the delivery of the second 
letter of the ‘amazing’ sculpture, the 
letter ‘m’. 
However, Somewhere Down the 

Lachlan committee member Kim 
Muffet invited able, local farmers to 
showcase their welding skills by 
creating the letters on their 
properties, so a community of 
farmers have now become the 
artists. 

This is fostering a positive social 
activity with local people working 
together to achieve something great 
for the community of Forbes, and for 

the men who are sometimes isolated 
due to travel distance and farm work. 
Six groups of farmers have been 
formed for each of the remaining 
letters, m-a-z-i-n-g.
 
Approval is being finalised with Local 
Land Services concerning the 
location of the sculpture on the 
Lachlan Valley Way Stock Route, with 
adjacent farmers all in support of the 
proposed site.



Upcoming art events 
in our region 

follow us on facebook and twitter, and extend an invitation to your friends to join us. 

Workshops

Competitions

"Smalls" competition opens in November, staged at the Platypus Gallery and will be in place for a month. Works 
can be any medium, any subject, portrait or landscape orientation as long as the painted or drawn surface is 15cmx10cm  
or about 6x4 inches.  The winner will be judged on popularity eg the most dots given by the public. First prize is $100.00 
and the winner will be the proud owner of the Golden Palette perpetual trophy.

"Life in Pictures" competition opens in August. There are 6 categories to enter: Fauna, Flowers & Gardens, 
Travel, Food and Action & Adventure. Entry forms are at the Gallery. You can also find our more by visiting the website. 

The Orange Fibre Artists' Group is conducting another workshop on Saturday the 25th July. Cost is 
$50.00. Please put your name down in the Workshops Book at the Gallery.

Dianne Gee from ‘Garden of Birds’ will be in Forbes on Saturday 25th July for a workshop on painting 
birds including pen drawing, water colour and chinese brush painting.

Visit the Platypus Gallery to register your interest or for more information about these workshops.

4 June - 13 September
6 June - 2 August
6 June - 19 July
22 June - 26 July
11 July - 6 September
11 July - 20 September
25 July - 13 September
29 July - 2 August
15 August - 23 August
22 August - 4 October
24 October - 1 November
30 October - 1 November
14 November - 11 December  

Western Plains Cultural Centre
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Cowra Regional Art Gallery
Orange Regional Gallery
Orange Regional Gallery 
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Cowra Regional Art Gallery
Forbes Town Hall
Orange Regional Gallery
Forbes Town Hall
Forbes
Forbes Platypus Gallery 

Wildside. The Animal in Art
Daniel Crawshaw: High Country Gothic
Pat Brassington: Á Rebonis
Kensuke Todo Sculpture and Drawing
I spy with my little eye
Tim Miller
SCANLINES 4 decades of Australian Media Art
Sacred Footsteps from the Roof of the World Tour
Life in Pictures
Away: Lucy Buttenshaw, Pol Cruz, Eryn Mullins and Ralph Tikerpae
An Exhibition of Works: Rosie Johnston & Jac Clark
Kalari-Lachlan River Arts Festival
Smalls 

And currently in Canberra at the National Gallery of Australia...

Western Plains Cultural Centre
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Cowra Regional Art Gallery
Orange Regional Gallery
Orange Regional Gallery 
Western Plains Cultural Centre
Cowra Regional Art Gallery
Forbes Town Hall
Orange Regional Gallery
Forbes Town Hall
Forbes
Forbes Platypus Gallery 

12 January - 13 July Myth and Memory
3 April - 30 August Colour my World
1 May - 7 August Streetwise 


