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Newsletter No 21 

             November 2016 

 

Welcome to the fourth newsletter for 2016. The Forbes Arts Society has had a very busy time 

since our last newsletter with the AGM, Photography Competition and Exhibition, Somewhere Down 

the Lachlan sculpture competition, a major sculpture grant and a new exhibition in the Platypus 

Gallery. 

 

Amazing Abstracts 

Our last special exhibition of the year, ‘Amazing Abstracts’ featuring artworks by FAS members opened 

12 November at the Platypus Gallery. This exhibition will run for until early December 2016, during 

normal gallery hours. ‘A Sea of Bubbles’ a work by Keith Mullette is featured on the banner of this 

newsletter. As a change this exhibition staged a successful Saturday afternoon tea opening. 

 

  

Enjoying afternoon tea 12 

November 
‘Colour Burst’ by Robyn 

Morrissey 

‘Down Under’ by Rosalie 

White 
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We are always needing new paintings from FAS members to be displayed, please leave them with the 

gallery duty officer. Artists please make sure that your artist sheet is completed when leaving and 

collecting paintings. Please ensure that you include your name, contact details, medium and price on the 

back of the work. Be aware that the gallery takes a commission of 30% on works sold.  

 

Somewhere Down the Lachlan 

Our annual sculpture competition held during October was affected by the floods, with the opening 

postponed until Thursday 20 October. This meant that the exhibition time was reduced for some 

sculptures that arrived late. The winning entry was ‘The Hunter’ by Damian Vick. This sculpture was 

deemed too small in its current state for acquisition but negotiations with the artist mean that it will be 

rebuilt 1.5 times larger and be ready for installation on the Sculpture Trail early in 2017. The winner of the 

Open Division was ‘Mark Maker’ by Brett ‘Mon’ Garling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platypus Gallery 

Forbes Arts Society operates the Platypus Gallery at 111 Lachlan Street, Forbes. The Gallery is 

staffed by FAS member volunteers. If you would like to be added to the roster please contact 

Pammie Thomson on 6851 1381. Roster hours 10:00am-1:00pm or 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 

Hours of operation Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

   

‘Underwater’ by Denise 

Ellison 
‘Sun on the Reef’ by 

Robyn Doust 

‘Red Crater’ by 

Glenys Ryan 

  

‘The Hunter’ by 

Damian Vick 

‘Mark Maker’ 

by Brett 

‘Mon’ Garling 
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AMAZING Project – Sculpture Trail 

After a long wait caused by bureaucracy and the floods the letter A of the AMAZING Project has been 

removed from Albion Park to be cleaned and polished. It is hoped that all of the project letters will be 

completed and installed on the stock route on the Condobolin Road by early 2017. It should be noted that 

all of the work undertaken to complete this project is being done by volunteers, with materials and other 

in-kind work and activities completed by local Forbes companies. A big THANK YOU to the people of Forbes 

for your support of the visual arts! 

 

 

 

 

 

Expansion of Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre 

A significant grant has been received to expand the Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre on Lake Forbes wetlands. 

This project commences on 1 December 2016 and must be completed within 2 years. The project has a 

number of components: 

 Preserving and teaching Wiradjuri culture by providing tools for an education program targeting the 

primary and secondary curriculum, community and visitors 

 A significant group of sculptures to be displayed at the Dreaming Centre environs 

 Installation of the first sculptures on Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture Trail 

The Wiradjuri Dreaming Centre will become the first site on the Somewhere Down the Lachlan sculpture 

trail, with landscaping work to commence in autumn 2017 and sculptures incorporated in 2018. This 

project will have significant benefits exposing the Forbes community to Wiradjuri culture and the visual 

arts and will provide a fantastic, ongoing tourism boost for the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official announcement of the large arts grant featuring representatives of 

involved community groups, including FAS president Keith Mullette (front middle) 

and the then Deputy Premier Troy Grant (seated). 
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Kaleidoscope of Life  

The FAS Camera Club held a successful competition and exhibition in October 2016 at the Forbes Town 

Hall. The exhibition was well received with many visitors over the week long opening. Category winning 

photographs can still be viewed at Platypus Gallery. The competition judge was Luke Wong, ABC ‘Open’ 

producer for the central west. Best in Show was awarded to Jonah Bennett for his photograph ‘Bridle’. It 

should be noted that Jonah entered his photo in the ‘Happy Snaps’ category for U12 years photographers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAS Structure 

The Forbes Arts Society Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 12 September 2016. In coming 

committee members are: 

 President – Keith Mullette 

 Vice President – Helen Hurley 

 Honorary Secretary – Klara Ward 

 Honorary Treasurer – Allisa Inwood 

‘Forgotten’ by Michelle 

Mahlo winner of Open 

Foliage 

‘Sunbaking’ by Warren 

Feurtado winner of Open 

Critters in Colour 

Jonah in front of his 

winning entry 

‘Bridle’ by Jonah 

Bennett, winner Happy 

Snaps and Best in Show 

‘Peacock’ by Phil Wells, 

second place Open Critters in 

Colour 

‘Blue Hot Rod’ by Jane Gadsby, 

winner Open Transportation 
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 Committee members – Karen Ritchie (painting Group); Pamela Thomson (painting group); Rosie 

Johnston (Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture); Penelope McGufficke (Grazing Down the 

Lachlan). 

At the AGM it was resolved that FAS would support and delegate activities to four (4) sub-committees:  

 Painting Group (seeking a new name – consists of Painters, Camera Club and manages the Platypus 

Gallery) 

 Somewhere Down the Lachlan Sculpture  

 Grazing Down the Lachlan 

 Dreaming Centre Expansion – to support works under Dreaming Centre grant and to exist for the 

life of the grant – 2 years from 1 December 2016 

It was also resolved that all sub-committee members be financial members of the FAS.  

 

Grazing Down the Lachlan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on FAS members   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somewhere Down the Lachlan – Grazing is a 

new project and tourism event for the Forbes 

Shire celebrating and showcasing foraged 

and farmed regional produce in support of 

the visionary Somewhere Down the Lachlan 

Sculpture Trail Project. This foodie adventure 

along the Lachlan River in Central Western 

NSW will be held in September 2017. 

Stay tuned more details coming soon. 

Rosalie Burns is a member of the Painting Group sub-

committee. She recently took part in a successful 

exhibition of artists’ works held in October at the 

Coventry Room, Parkes Shire Council. This exhibition, ‘3 

Stone Fire Sharing the Hearth’ featured Rosalie, Maralyn 

Nash and Jo Laurie, and drew on their collaborated 

strengths and inner fires, creating and co-creating with 

and for the community, demonstrating the power of 

women in communities working together. Over $700 was 

raised by this exhibition for the Women’s Refuge in 

Forbes. Congratulations Ro! 

Ro is also a member of the River Arts Festival committee. 

 

‘Artemis Moon’ by Ro Burns 
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?Name for sub-committee? 

Still coming up with a name for the Painting Group subcommittee. 

Some suggestions include: 

Painters and Photographers; Arts Reach; Arts Web; Art Threads; 

Arts Net; Arts Mesh 

Get your thinking and creative hats on!! 

This subcommittee features the Camera Club and Painting Group, but also activities also include ‘basket 

weaving’, and other arts activities that arise, such as our recent print making workshops. So what can we 

call this group that encompasses all of our activities? Pass on your thoughts and suggestions to a FAS 

committee member. 

 

Camera Club 

The Forbes Arts Society Camera Club always welcomes new members. You don’t have to be experienced or 

have an expensive camera, just a love of photography. The Camera Club meets on the first Thursday of 

each month at 7:00pm at the Forbes Services Club. At the meetings members discuss different 

aspects of photography and display their work, sometimes there is a guest speaker. The Camera Club also 

plans regular excursions to special events and/or photo opportunities. If you need more information on the 

Camera Club please contact Klara Ward on 68514868. 

  

Thursday Painting Group 

The painting group meets each Thursday from 10:30am to about 3:30pm at the Northside Chapel in 

Johnson Street, near the park. The cost is $5.00 per day and includes morning tea. Bring your own art 

materials and art project and join like-minded individuals who love their art. Everyone is welcome whether 

you are an accomplished artist or a very beginner – any art medium is acceptable.  

 

    XMAS LUNCHEON - the Thursday Painting Group will hold its Christmas Luncheon on Thursday  

     15 December 2016 at Northside Chapel. Please bring a plate to share – let Rosalie White know  

     what you are bringing. 

                                                                                                                                                      

          

 

 

This will also be the last painting day for 2016. Hope to see you there! 
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Website and Facebook Page 

FAS is looking to highlight members’ work on our website page. Please forward images of your work and a 

short artist bio to the email addresses below.  

Please visit the Forbes Arts Society website www.forbesartssociety.com    and our Facebook page ‘Forbes 

Arts Society’.  

If you have any suggestions for either please contact Klara Ward on 68514868 or send an email message 

to:  forbesartss@gmail.com   or platypusgallery@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to visit the website www.somewheredownthelachlan.com 

 

Internal Workshops 

 FAS is hosting a Jennie Forster workshop to be held Saturday 25 November and Sunday 26 

November 2016. The workshop is mixed media, titled ‘Realistic Abstracts’ and will be about 

achieving success with landscape composition from impressionistic works to complete abstraction. 

Saturday will be working with still life incorporating any water based mediums along with charcoal, 

oil pastels and textured papers. Venue: St Laurence’s Church Hall, Johnson Street, Forbes; 9:00am – 

4:30pm. 

 

The workshop cost is $50 per day. A deposit of $35 is needed to reserve a place, please indicate 

your interest to Pammie Thomson as soon as possible as places are filling quickly. Contact Pam 

Thomson for further details, t.thomson7@bigpond.com or 0419511385.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

External Workshops 

 Orange Art Society November Workshop - There are still a few vacancies in this workshop by the 
renowned Melbourne artist Herman Pekel.  Saturday 26/11/16 Acrylics; Sunday 27/11/16 Acrylics 
or Monday 28/11/16 Oils @ $60.00 per day.  If you would like to book in phone Sandra Wenban 
63651130. To attend workshops participants MUST be members of OAS. 

  

Artworks by Jennie Forster 

http://www.forbesartssociety.com/
mailto:forbesartss@gmail.com
mailto:platypusgallery@gmail.com
http://www.somewheredownthelachlan.com/
mailto:t.thomson7@bigpond.com
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 Orange Art Society hold regular Saturday workshops. Second Saturday of each month – 

watercolour or acrylic with Wanda Driscoll 63620708. Third Saturday of each month – oil or acrylics 

with David Mason 0407627092. Last Saturday of each month – oil, acrylic, mixed media with Sandra 

Wenban 63651130. Please ring the artist to be sure that the workshop is going ahead. 

 

 Arts Society of Canberra – Summer Art Experience 4 – 8 January 2017. See www.asoc.net.au 

for further information. 

 

Exhibitions and Competitions 

 Amazing Abstracts – Platypus Gallery – 12 November to 10 December 2016 – may be extended.  

 

 Art of Australia Day – an exhibition with an Australian theme - 25, 26, 27 January in Parkes. 

Coventry Room Parkes Shire Library, sponsored by Parkes Men’s Shed. Entries close 25 November 

2016. See www.forbesartssociety.com for information and entry form.  

 

 Blayney’s Annual Art Exhibition – 17 March 2017. Many categories and prizes. Entries 

close 5 September 2016. A limit of 2 entries in any one section. Entry fees apply. Please contact 

Peak Hill Country Crafts on 68691981 or email peakhillvic@australiaonline.net.au for an entry form 

and artist information. Copy of entry form in green folder at Platypus Gallery. 

 

 Portland Annual Art Exhibition – 3 March 2017. Entries close 3 February 2017. Entry fees 

apply. Multiple categories and prizes apply. Enquiries and entry forms please phone 6359 5359 or 

www.portlandart.com.au 

 

What’s on! 

 Forbes Camera Club meeting Thursday 1 December 2016, 7:00pm at Forbes Services 

Club. All welcome. 

 Christmas Market Day – Thursday 8 December 2016, 8:30am – 6:00pm. SCID Ceramics 

Studio, Shed 5-6, 4 Sam Street, Forbes. www.scidstudio.com.au 

 

Art Aspects 

   

 

 

Number 11, 1952, also known as Blue Poles, is an abstract 

expressionist painting and one of the most famous works 

by American artist Jackson Pollock. It was purchased amid 

controversy by the National Gallery of Australia in 1973 for 

$1.3m and today remains one of the gallery's major 

paintings. It was recently valued at $350m. 

http://www.asoc.net.au/
http://www.forbesartssociety.com/
mailto:peakhillvic@australiaonline.net.au
http://www.portlandart.com.au/



