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33 
NEWSLETTER                 
November 2019 

WELCOME to the fourth newsletter for 2019. There is so 

much to tell you in this newsletter, lots of happenings at the 

Platypus Gallery and incredible news regarding the Sculpture 

Down the Lachlan Trail and the associated foodie event 

‘Grazing Down the Lachlan’.  

The artworks in the banner are by one of our hard working 

ArtsWeb committee members who is also a member of the 

Forbes Arts Society Board, Klara Ward. Klara recently received 

a commission to paint 150 miniature works as gifts for the 

volunteers working for Meals on Wheels. Some of these works 

were displayed in the gallery prior to going to their new homes 

– see photo at right. 

One of the recent exhibitions at the gallery was ‘Chrysalis’ 

which highlighted the works of five talented FAS members, 

Glenys Ryan, Ros Saillard, Sandra Hanns, Lyn Henley and Joan 

Paterson  – see photo at right. 

 

Platypus Gallery 111 Lachlan St, Forbes PO Box 541 Forbes 2871 forbesartss@gmail.com www.forbesartssociety.com 

   

 Aim of the Forbes Arts Society is to foster the visual arts and encourage its enjoyment in the communities of our region. 

 

 

 

GOLD for Grazing!!  

Exciting news for our associated event Grazing Down the Lachlan 

receiving GOLD in the Festivals and Events category at the NSW 

State Tourism Awards held in Sydney on Thursday 14 November, in 

front of 500 industry representatives.  

Congratulations to Wendy Muffet and her dedicated team of 

volunteers from the Grazing Down the Lachlan committee, a well 

deserved accolade. The photo at left shows - Grazing Committee 

members Mandy Tooth, Penny Rout, Kim Muffet, Olivia Turner and 

Wendy Muffet celebrating the win at the NSW Tourism Awards gala 

evening held at the Four Seasons Hotel Sydney.  
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Platypus Gallery always needs new 

paintings from FAS members to be 

displayed, please leave them with the 

gallery duty officer. Artists please make 

sure that your artist sheet is completed 

when leaving and collecting paintings. 

Please ensure that you include your name, 

contact details, medium and     price on the 

back of the work. Be aware that the gallery 

takes a commission of 25% on members’ 

works sold and 30% for non-members. 

 Please ensure that all works have appropriate  

means of hanging and that frames and mounts are 

undamaged. The preferred hanging method is 

attached cord or wire. Any works not meeting 

these standards will not be hung.  

Please COLLECT old works from the gallery back 

room as soon as possible as we are having a clean- 

up this month and need artists’ cooperation. 

The blue artists’ folder is now located on the  

front desk for convenience.

 

 

 

 

  

     PLATYPUS GALLERY 

Forbes Arts Society sub-committee Arts Web operates the Platypus Gallery at 111 Lachlan 

Street, Forbes. The Gallery is staffed by FAS member volunteers. If you would like to be added 

to the roster please contact gallery manager Pammie Thomson on 6851 1381.  

Roster hours 10:00am-1:00pm or 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 

Hours of operation Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

A new roster for 2020 is available at the gallery.  

If you are UNABLE to attend your allotted roster time, please ring a replacement or contact 

Pammie Thomson. We need your help in keeping the gallery opened during advertised hours. 

 

The Platypus Gallery KEY will be kept with Hello World (across the road from the 

gallery in Templar Street). Volunteers need to collect the key before their 

rostered time and return the key to Hello World at the end of their shift or 

when closing the gallery. Volunteers on Saturdays or other days when Hello 

World has closed before the gallery please keep the key and return it to Hello 

World the next open day or as soon as possible.  

Please contact Karen (0411 099 432) if you have any issues with these 

arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local members needed to help 

‘man’ the gallery on Friday 13 

December from 5pm – 9pm for 

the Christmas Carnival and on 

Friday 10 January 2020 from 7am 

to 10am for the Elvis breakfast. 

Let Pammie know if you can help!  
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New Members and new Initiatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAS Memberships 

Thanks to everyone for paying their membership in a timely manner 

FAS is now obliged to pay GST on memberships. This means that after keeping memberships at 

a constant rate for many years the FAS Board recently voted to increase rates.  

Memberships are due in June of each year and are payable by cash, cheque (please make ALL 

cheques payable to Forbes Arts Society), EFTPOS (at Platypus Gallery) or direct bank deposit 

(BSB: 112 879, ACC: 0000488015871, ACC NAME: Forbes Arts Society, REF: ‘mship’ and your 

surname). 

2019/2020 RATES: 

 Single     $40 

 Pensioner    $35 

 Family    $50 

 Friends of the Gallery  $15 

 Friends of the Gallery Family $20 

 

Friends of the Gallery option is available for those who do not wish to take up full membership 

of Forbes Arts Society and do not wish to exhibit but still enjoy the arts and want to be involved 

or supportive in some way such as volunteering to sit in the gallery.  

 

  

 

FAS has welcomed several new members 
over the past few months: Marie 
Langfield, Emily Brotherton, Gillian Davis, 
Jac Greig, Cheryl McDonnell, Olivia 
Turner, Penny Rout, Mandy Tooth, Kim 
Muffet, Wayne O’Neill, Nikki Metzeling, 
Sharon Degeling, Amelie Von 
Mengersen, David Isbester, and Michelle 
McCormack. Welcome everyone! 
 

Michelle McCormack is a versatile artist, 

giving used furniture a new artistic lease 

on life. Some of her works are on display 

in the Platypus Gallery. Come along and 

have a look. 

From time to time the gallery tries out 

new initiatives to provoke people’s 

interest and discussion of all things art. 

 

 

Above see two of Michelle’s pieces, with jewellery by 

Lyn Henley displayed on the desk. 

At the gallery we love to mix it up occasionally to keep 

everyone on their toes, so now and then you will see us 

trying out different objets d’art. 
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FAS AGM 

The Forbes Arts Society 2019 AGM was held Monday 17 October 2019, 6:00pm at Forbes Services 

Club. Thank you to those members who attended. President Dr Keith Mullette outlined the society’s 

many achievements for 2018/19 in his report to the meeting. Highlights included: 

 Evolution of FAS from craft group to painters group to significant change agent in Forbes 
tourism  

 Sculpture Trail commenced and progressed                                                                                                      

 Dreaming Centre expansion completed                                                                                                                    

 Grazing established as an award winning tourism event                                                                              

 Platypus Gallery gaining in appeal and prestige both locally and as a wider tourism destination  

Keith stepped down as President of FAS after 9 years in the role. Keith thanked the FAS Board and 
committees especially Wendy and Kim Muffet and long standing Platypus Gallery committee members 
Ro Burns, Karen Ritchie, Klara Ward, Leone Morrison and Pammie Thomson. He also paid special 
mention to those artists who started the Forbes Arts Society including Klara Ward, Leone Morrison, 
Dos King, Elaine Imrie, Allison Baker, Pammie Thomson, Rosalie White and Marie MacCallum. 

Pammie Thomson offered a vote of thanks to Keith on behalf of the meeting and the society for his 
tireless work, dedication to the arts and commitment to advancing Forbes and the region during his 
term as President. 

 

2019/2020 FAS Board: 

President  Dr Karen Ritchie 

Vice President  Ms Helen Hurley 

Secretary  vacant 

Treasurer  Ms Allisa Inwood 

Ordinary Members Ms Rosie Johnston; Ms Pammie Thomson; Ms Klara Ward and Dr Keith Mullette 

 

Now and again there will be art magazines on the front desk of the gallery or in 

the brochure holder. These magazines are for SALE and retail for $4.20 each. 

They are NOT give-aways, the price is on the magazine. Please write up any 

sales of these magazines in the ORANGE sales book as per all sales.  
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SCULPTURE DOWN THE LACHLAN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have seen the headlines on the front page of the 

Forbes Advocate. The Sculpture Down the Lachlan Trail has 

received a $5.7million funding boost!  

The $5.7 million grant to boost the economy of the Lachlan 
Valley was announced on Friday 15 November by the Hon Sam 
Farraway under the NSW State Government Regional Growth, 
Environment and Tourism Development Fund. Members of the 
society along with representatives from the proposal partners 
and sponsors Forbes Shire Council, Lachlan Shire Council and 
Evolution Mining were present at the Wiradjuri Dreaming 
Centre to hear the announcement.   

This funding will enable the commissioning of twenty 
sculptures, a new cultural centre and three new bird hides at 
Gum Swamp to promote Forbes as an arts based tourism 
destination. "This sculpture trail will be a unique, permanent 
installation unlike anything else in regional NSW," Mr Farraway 
said. Forbes Shire Council Mayor Phyllis Miller welcomed the 
funding with council providing $784,000 towards the project. 

The completion of the sculpture trail will promote Forbes and 
the wider Lachlan Valley region as a tourism destination both 
nationally and internationally and complement other arts based 
ventures such as the Eugowra Murals, Utes in the Paddock at 
Condobolin, galleries and gardens at Canowindra and Cowra 
and the music based Parkes Elvis Festival. 

 

 

$5.7 million 

for art tourism 

 

 

 

Photo at left shows Rosie Johnson, 

Wendy Muffet. Philip Donato, Brett 

'Mon' Garling, Keith Mullette, Luke 

Bowden, Kim Muffet, Phyllis Miller 

and Sam Farraway celebrating 

sculpture at the funding 

announcement. 

 

Above Dr Keith Mullette replying 

to the announcement; below Brett 

‘Mon’ Garling (sculptor) and Luke 

Bowden from Evolution Mining at 

the announcement and Pammie 

Thomson, Klara Ward and Elaine 

Imrie long time members of the 
FAS. 
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The Forbes Arts Society members would like to offer their thanks to Dr Keith 

Mullette who has stepped down as FAS Board President after nine years at the 

helm. Keith and his helpers including Kim Muffet were instrumental in 

developing this grant application and steering its progress over a number of 

years. Keith will remain on the FAS Board as an ordinary member. 

Sculpture Down the Lachlan Committee is very 
happy to announce that they have purchased a 
wonderful sculpture by Jimmy Rix, ‘Waiting for 
Rain’. Jimmy Rix was awarded the $5,000 
Waverley Council Mayor’s Award for his 
beautiful sculpture at Sculpture by the Sea, 
Bondi 2019 

The award was chosen by this year’s Sculpture 
by the Sea, Bondi judging panel, including 
Stephen Bradley, Felicity Fenner and Sasha 
Grishin AM FAHA, on behalf of the Mayor of 
Waverley. The large-scale corten steel 
sculpture, has been described as “an uplifting 
depiction of the strength of the Australian bush 
against the backdrop of a land ravaged by 
drought.” 

Image right: Jimmy Rix  Waiting for 
rain  2019  corten steel and enamel paint  233 x 120 
x 80 cm  (Image courtesy Clyde Yee) 

 

 

Forbes Arts Society is pleased to 

announce that the sculpture ‘Eternity’, 

see left, has been given a new plinth 

and returned to its position alongside 

Lake Forbes. 

Earlier in the year thoughtless vandals 

ripped the sculpture from its plinth 

and rolled it into the lake. Acts of 

stupidity like this cost the community 

unnecessarily to repair and replace. 

We are happy to see it restored with a 

much stronger base. 
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GRAZING DOWN THE LACHLAN COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://grazingdownthelachlan.com 

 
 

Grazing Down the Lachlan went ahead on Saturday 21 September despite a very windy and dusty 

day. The start was put back by an hour to allow time for the wind to reduce in intensity. Due to 

the wind and dust FAS was unable to set up the art exhibition and unable to pursue the 

participatory art event. The musicians also had to be cancelled due to the wind and dust. BUT it 

was an amazing day and the Grazing committee would like to thank the 870 grazers and many 

(many!) local volunteers who braved a Central West dust storm to join the Grazing Down the 

Lachlan 2019 event. What a day! See some of the highlights below. 

 

 

   

   

 

   

The AMAZING Breakfast was held Sunday 22 September with hundreds of people in Templar 

Street due to the beautiful weather, a dramatic change from the day before. Lots of visitors into 

the Platypus Gallery, a great weekend for Forbes. 
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ARTSWEB COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        ArtsWeb Remaining Exhibitions for 2019 + Proposed Schedule for 2020                                                                        

NAME TIME VENUE 

The Vanishing - members’ exhibition November 2019 Platypus Gallery 

General exhibition December 2019 – January 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Trent Dwyer and others UNE graphic 
design students 

Early January 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Local group pottery  Platypus Gallery 

Heritage Art Competition and Exhibition Early May 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Ro Burns and Coralie Crouch exhibition Late May – early June 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Themed members exhibition + open 
studio event 

July 2020 Platypus Gallery 
+ studios 

Youth exhibition August 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Individual member exhibition September 2020 Platypus Gallery 

Themed members’ exhibition November 2020 Platypus Gallery 

General Christmas exhibition December 2020 Platypus Gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This committee features the Painting Group, but also all other visual arts 

activities except for sculpture and manages the Platypus Gallery.  

ArtsWeb holds monthly Thursday meetings at either Northside Chapel, 

or Platypus Gallery, please let a committee member know if you have 

issues that need discussing. Committee members are Karen Ritchie, 

Klara Ward, Leonie Morrison, Pammie Thomson, Ro Burns and we 

welcome Coralie Crouch to the committee. If you feel you can 

contribute and would like to join the committee please contact one of 

the committee members. Georgie O’Shea has withdrawn from the 

committee due to travel. 

 

FAS member Merelyn Masters is 

currently exhibiting at May Raechelle Art 

Gallery, Millthorpe. Merelyn is a pencil 

artist from Orange who specialises in 

amazingly realistic animals. 

See her beautiful tabby cat at right. 

If you are near Millthorpe pop in and 

support your fellow FAS member.  
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CHRYSALIS EXHIBITION 

Exhibition 

   

 

 

 

THE VANISHING 

EXHIBITION Exhibition 

   

 

Chrysalis was a very successful exhibition, highlighting the works of members Lyn 

Henley, Ros Saillard, Glenys Ryan, Joan Paterson and Sandra Hanns, see above. 

   

Artworks from the recent exhibition ‘The Vanishing’ by artists Coralie Crouch, 

Laraine Sullivan, Ros Saillard, Annette Witherow, and some of our newest 

members Amelie Von Mengersen and Sharon Degeling. 
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THURSDAY PAINTING GROUP 

The painting group meets each Thursday from 10:00am to about 4:00pm at the Northside  Chapel in 

Johnson Street, near the park. The cost is $5.00 per day and includes morning tea.   Bring your own art 

materials and art project and join like-minded individuals who love their art. Everyone is welcome 

whether you are an accomplished artist or a very beginner – any art  medium and style is encouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday painting group reconvenes Thursday 16 January 2020 

 

   

 

The Vanishing is our  current 

exhibition at the Platypus Gallery, 

hurry in if you haven’t seen it 

already . In this exhibition works 

depict the theme of our 

endangered environment, with 

works showing endangered or 

vanishing habitat, fauna or flora of 

the Australian environment. 

Our incredible posters are created 

by member Ro Burns of Ro Burns 

Art and Design (0481 261 170) – 

thank you Ro 

 

Christmas Luncheon to be held Thursday 12 December 2019 

at 12:30pm at Northside Chapel, Johnson Street, Forbes. Bring a plate to 

share. All members welcome.  

At this end of the year function we will congratulate Keith Mullette on 

his nine (9) years as President of FAS and on his wonderful achievements 

for art and Forbes during that time. 
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WELFARE  

BIRTHDAYS     

During September, October and November we celebrated many birthdays                                                                                                                                                     

including those of Lee Sanderson, Joan Paterson, Sandra Hanns, Leone                                                    

Morrison, Karen Ritchie and a very special ‘0’ birthday for Rosalie White.                                         

Apologies for those not mentioned it is sometimes difficult to keep track.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Rosalie celebrated her birthday with Thursday painting friends at a special                                                          

lunch, see photos below. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Currey is pictured at right with the 

entry she created for the Forbes 

Christmas Festival. Jenny’s entry is on 

behalf of the Thursday Painting Group. 

Her entry was created within a picture 

frame on an easel and is constructed form 

tubes of paint and brushes. Great work 

Jenny! 

Come along and see all of the entries on 

the weekend starting Friday 6 December 

2019 at the Forbes Town Hall. 
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WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE 

Please visit the Forbes Arts Society website www.forbesartssociety.com    and our Facebook          

pages ‘Forbes Arts Society’ and ‘Platypus Gallery’. If you have any suggestions for either please 

contact Klara Ward on 68514868 or send an email message to:  forbesartss@gmail.com   or 

platypusgallery@gmail.com 

 

                

 

EXTERNAL WORKSHOPS 

 Orange Art Society hold regular Saturday workshops. Contact Wanda Driscoll 0408 257 794 

for details. Contact Sandra Wenban 6365 1130 

 Art Scene – Mitchell School of Arts – 2020 Bathurst Summer School – 

http://www.artscenemsa.com.au 

 Artists Society of Canberra – 2020 Summer Art Experience – http://asoc.net.au/2020-summer-

art-experience 

 

EXHIBITIONS AND COMPETITIONS 

 Parkes Art of Australia Day Exhibition – 25 January 2020. Entries close 1 January 2020. Contact Peter 

on 0448 166 016 or email australianartshow2coventry@gmail.com 

 Cabonne Acquisitive Art Prize. Applications close 24 January 2020. https://www.nsw.gov.au/cabonne-

acquisitive-art-prize 

 The Other Art Fair Sydney – 19-22 March 2020. https://sydney.theotherartfair.com/applications 

 

 

 


